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PRESS RELEASE 

 
PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF THE CIC 

ON CARGO SECURING ARRANGEMENTS 
 

The Member Authorities of the Tokyo MOU carried-out a concentrated inspection 
campaign on Cargo Securing Arrangements from the 1st September 2016 through the 
30th November 2016.  The purpose and goal of the CIC was to gain knowledge on 
the compliance of ships with applicable Cargo Securing requirements and to assess 
the overall safety of ships seafarers engaged in cargo securing operations.   
 
During the period of the CIC, a total of 5388 inspections of individual ships were 
completed.  4263 of those inspections (79.12%) were on ships that were carrying, or 
required to carry, a cargo securing manual.  1125 of the 5388 records (20.88%) were 
recorded as N/A, which represents the number of ships carrying cargo in bulk that do 
not have, and are not required to have, a cargo securing manual.  Of the 4263 total 
inspections on ships that were carrying, or required to carry, a cargo securing manual, 
19 vessels were detained as a result of deficiencies found during this CIC.  This 
represents a very low detention rate of 0.45% indicating substantial overall compliance 
with Cargo Securing Arrangements.  499 inspections resulted in deficiencies being 
issued for Cargo Securing Arrangements representing 11.7% of the inspections with 
recorded deficiencies.   
 
Only 25 vessels that were required to carry an approved cargo securing manual, did 
not have the manual onboard.  3142 (73.7%) vessels had a cargo securing manual 
that met the guidelines outlined in MSC.1/Circ. 1353/Rev.1.  943 (22.1%) vessels had 
a cargo securing manual that met a standard at least equivalent to the MSC guidelines.  
This showed that the majority of vessels used the MSC guidelines in the development 
of their cargo securing manuals.  
 
4023 (94.4%) inspections recorded that the Master or person in charge of cargo 
operations was familiar with the cargo securing manual.  361 inspections were 
conducted of vessels that required a Cargo Safe Access Plan (CSAP).  14 (3.9%) of 



vessels that were required to have a CSAP did not have, or were not following, a 
CSAP.  The majority of lashings/fittings and securing points were found to be fit for 
the service intended, with only 3.5 to 4 percent of these that were found not fit for the 
service intended.  In addition, the inspection results revealed that most ships had a 
sufficient quantity of cargo securing devices onboard with only 3.2% of ships being 
without sufficient quantities.   
 
In summary, the preliminary analysis of results of this CIC indicate that the majority of 
ships are in compliance with the relevant IMO instruments developed to improve the 
safety of Cargo Securing Arrangements, and the vast majority of ships inspected have 
utilized the IMO guidelines for the development and layout of their cargo securing 
manual. 
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Notes to editors: 
 
 

*  Tokyo MOU was concluded in December 1993 and came into operation in April 1994. At 
present, Tokyo MOU consists of 20 member Authorities: Australia, Canada, Chile, China, 
Fiji, Hong Kong (China), Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, the Marshall 
Islands, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, the Russian Federation, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vanuatu and Viet Nam. Panama adheres to the Tokyo MOU as 
co-operating member Authority. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Macao 
(China), Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Tonga, the United States Coast Guard, the 
International Maritime Organization, the International Labour Organization and the 
Secretariats of the Paris, the Indian Ocean, the Black Sea and the Riyadh Memoranda of 
Understanding on Port State Control and the Viña del Mar Agreement are associated with 
the Tokyo MOU as observers. 

 
 The Secretariat of the Memorandum is located in Tokyo, Japan. The PSC database 

system, the Asia-Pacific Computerized Information System (APCIS), was established. The 
APCIS center is located in Moscow, under the auspices of the Ministry of Transport of the 
Russian Federation. 

 
  

 Port State Control is a check on visiting foreign ships to verify their compliance with 
international rules on safety, security, marine environment protection and seafarers living 
and working conditions. It is a means of enforcing compliance in cases where the owner 
and flag State have failed in their responsibility to implement or ensure compliance. The 
port State can require defects to be put right, and detain the ship for this purpose if 
necessary. It is therefore also a port State’s defense against visiting substandard shipping. 
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